
Welcome to 
“The Year of the Girl”
2011-2012 Membership Year

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Excerpt From Peter Johnson at GSUSA
Why 2012 is the Year of the Girl 
Convinced that the need for women and girls in leadership has never been greater, and that the time for a major change has come, Girl Scout of the USA, will declare 2012 the Year of the Girl. During the Year of the Girl, the Girl Scouts, will work toward what we hope will be a quantum leap in public awareness of the need to support and encourage tomorrow’s female leaders as well as the enormous potential economic and social impact of an increased number of confident, self-actualized girls and young women. 
This represents not just an exciting moment for Girl Scouts and a great way to celebrate our 100th Anniversary, but a new phase in the history of the Girl Scout Movement. 
The Movement: Phase I 
A major issue for women and girls a hundred years ago was a lack of opportunity to develop their own abilities. 
In 1900, women earned 19% of bachelors’ degrees in the US. 
By the mid 1980s, the goal of the movement—equal opportunity to develop one’s own abilities—had been reached. Women were graduating from college (and, rapidly, from law and other professional schools) at the same rate as men. Women were an increasing presence in the military, the astronaut corps, police departments, and other previously all-male environments. 

The Movement: Phase II 
So the Girl Scouts has a new goal—REAL parity for women. The role of the Girl Scouts, beyond continuing and extending its excellent work in developing girls’ self-confidence, skills, and ability to lead, should be as a lead voice where ever they go. 
Facing Outward 
To advance the position of women and girls in our society, we must champion all girls, not just Girl Scouts. We must make sure that the world understands that we make an enormous difference in the lives of millions of individual girls. We need to make sure the world understands that when a girl from an underrepresented community—a daughter of a family of new immigrants, for example—becomes interested in Girl Scouts, it benefits the entire family. 

And we aren’t just talking about female leadership, we’re accomplishing it; the Girl Scouts is a shining example of what girls and adult volunteers—women and men—can accomplish together. 

That can no longer be allowed to remain a well-kept secret. We need to tell everybody what we do, which is what the Year of the Girl is about. 



Volunteer Awards
• Lincoln

– Sunday October 16
• Columbus

– Saturday, October 22
• Kearney

– Sunday, October 23

• Omaha
– Sunday, October 30

• Gering
– Saturday, November 5

• Wellfleet
– Sunday, November 6

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All awards are from 2-4pm CST except Gering is 2-4pm MST

We hope that you are able to join us to honor our volunteers across the state.  As the events get closer we’ll have more details available.




2011-2012 
Service Team Members

• Service Unit Manager
• Registrar
• Event Coordinator (s)
• Recruitment Coordinator (s)
• Product Sales Coordinator
• Trainers

Last year our service unit served _____girls
This year our goal is _____
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Let everyone introduce themselves and give a report of what they are exited about this year and what they are working on.

If you have empty positions, let everyone know what kind of person you’re looking for and how that would benefit the service unit



2011-2012 
Service Team Members
• Event Coordinator (s)
• Recruitment Coordinator (s)
• Product Sales Coordinator
• Trainers
• Other Service Team Volunteers

Last year our service unit served _____girls
This year our goal is _____

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GREAT PLAINS

Let everyone introduce themselves and give a report of what they are exited about this year and what they are working on.

If you have empty positions, let everyone know what kind of person you’re looking for and how that would benefit the service unit



Housekeeping

• On time registrations due by September 30
• 70% of Early Birds were registered online
• Troop Treasury Report is past due
• Honor Troop
• Religious Awards

• Girl Scout Sunday is March 11 and  Sabbath on March 17

• All leaders must be current on learning sessions
• See the fall schedule  online for in person learning 
• Online option available for DBJCSA

• Don’t forget about Sleep out Camp out, Songs & 
Games, and Program Aide learning opportunities!

Presenter
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Honor Troop-This is a recognition program that identifies well rounded and GSLE focused troops throughout the council.  It’s based on the entire troop year and is due June 30th.  Fnd the guidelines on the website

Omaha-The Catholic Archdiocese does a training every year on the religious award program in September.  Make sure you take that training if you want to participate in the Catholic program.

Religious Awards-It’s traditional for girls to receive their religious award at their place of worship between GS Sunday and GS Sabbath.  Girls work on the program with their faith leaders and family, not as a troop.





New features include:
• Pathway Passport
• Full year of programming, including summer
• 10% discount for camp* (register by December 31, 2011)
• More programs to be added throughout the year

2011-2012 Program Publications
Program books in homes by September 1
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Pathway Passport – In the center of the Annual Program Book there is a tear-out passport.  Each time a troop member explores a different Pathway (Camp, Series, Event, Travel, Virtual, and Troop), take along the passport to each program and receive a stamp in the passport.  This will help girls to learn about the Girl Scout Pathways and have fun trying to fill the passport.  Prizes can be earned depending on how many stamps a girl gets.

This year the book will cover an entire year of Girl Scout programs, including summer camp.  Register for camps prior to December 31, 2011 and receive a 10% discount*.    *10% discount does not apply to any of the Girl Scout Spirit of Nebraska Horse Camps.

Additional programs will be introduced throughout the year that will not appear in the Annual Program Book.  Please watch for flyers in the mail, Girl Scout E-news, Leader Meetings and any other Girl Scout correspondence.

Community Collaborator Guide is a directory of resources available outside of Girl Scouts Spirit of Nebraska.  Use this guide to plan field trips, classes or just some fun outings for your Troop.  Book will be mailed to all leaders/co leaders and one per household in great plains and homestead.




• Mailed to all leaders by September 30
• Great resources to supplement troop 

activities and council programs
• Need a theme expert for a Journey activity?  Look to 

our community collaborators-most can tailor a 
program to meet your needs!

• Badges unavailable?  Check with Juliette’s Boutique 
personnel for alternatives.

Community 
Collaborator Guide
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The Community Collaborator Guide is a resource of community businesses and organizations offering workshops, classes, events, tours, discounts and other experiences for Girl Scouts.  It’s a valuable supplement to your own troop activities and council-sponsored programs.

With community collaborators, you register directly with them and pay any fees directly to them, unless otherwise noted.  Community collaborators develop and facilitate their own programming--council staff and/or volunteers are not involved.  Troops and individual girl members participating in a community collaborator offering must provide their own supervision following Safety Activity Checkpoints.

Many Journey activities suggest recruiting a local expert on a related topic as part of the experience.  Our community collaborators are a wonderful resource for this.  Most are just beginning to learn about Journeys and how they can tailor their offerings to match them but feel free to approach them to ask for assistance.  Many will be able to tailor programming to suit your needs.

Because the collaborators prepared their listing copy in May and June, well before the new badge books come out, you will find most listings still offer programming related to current badges.  Over the next year, we will be working with them to get them more in line with the GSLE, Journeys and the new badges.  

As always, please refer any potential collaborators that you would like to see included.  Send information to Lori at lwilliamson@girlscoutsnebraska.org or 877-447-5558 ext. 239. 



• Improv Camp CSA  
– Sept. 2– Sept. 5 (Maxwell)

• Young Women’s Outdoor Leadership Retreat SA  
– Sept. 9 - Sept. 11 (Camp Crossed Arrows)

• Autumn Art Day Camp DBJ  
– Sept. 17  (Camp Maha)

• Autumn Art Day Camp DB
– Sept. 18 (Camp Cosmo)

• Hammer Time DB  
– Sept. 24 (Lincoln)

September 2011

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Improv Camp- tackle important issues that girls deal with today through short theatrical scenes. Learn the basics of scripting, 

staging, characterization            and scene processing.
Camp Maranatha- 16800 E.  Maranatha Rd, Maxwell, NE.- Fri., Sept 2- Mon., Sep 5
Tracy Stewart- 402-476-7539

Autumn Art- learn about the outdoors while creating art made out of recycled pieces of nature
Daisy /Brownie- Maha- Sat., Sep 17th – Shelly Blakely- 402-558-8189
Daisy/Brownie/Jr- Camp Cosmo-Fri., Sep. 2- Jennifer Barker- 308382-2020

Young Women’s outdoor leadership retreat- try your hand at archery, fishing, learn about wild edibles, building a fool-proof campfire, making an outdoor meal, tying knots and so much more- you will become a true outdoors-woman.
Senior/Ambassador- Camp Crossed Arrows- Fri., Sep. 9- Sun., Sep. 11- Erin Huerter- 402-558-8189



Green Power Bike Festival!

Saturday, September 24
1:30-4:30 pm

Stinson Park (Aksarben Village) 
67th & Center Street,Omaha.

$3 girls, $2 leaders and family members
For all grade levels; families are welcome
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First ever Green Power Bike Festival!

Partnering with I Ride, Live Well Omaha, Activate Omaha and  Omaha Bikes

Fun for all ages, troops and families are welcome, must pre-register!

Only $3 for girls, $2 for leaders and family members; includes all activities, snack and for the girls-a special fun patch!

Learn bike safety and maintenance tips from experts

Participate in a Bike Rodeo

Join others for a Green Power Bike Ride on the nearby Keystone Trail

Make a smoothie using the “Bike Blender”

Bring unused bikes to donate to the Community Bike Project Omaha

Prizes and giveaways from the I Ride campaign are included in the fun!



Fall Recruitment
Where do we need new leaders this year?

What age levels?

How can we get more volunteers to help this year?

When are Girl Scout sign up nights?
Do we have enough people 
to cover them?

10/5/10



Prepare for the year by:
1. Setting clear expectations and consequences 
2. Getting to know the girls and their needs 
3. Redefining success

Always Remember
Challenge doesn’t mean problem

Every girl deserves to be a Girl Scout

Inclusion
Including All Girls: Preparing for Success
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Notes: (make reference to the insert for more information on handling challenging behaviors)

As we move into the 2011-2012 membership year, we want you all to be prepared to welcome girls of all abilities and needs into your troops and events. As we work to include all girls we will find that every girl has different strengths and also different challenges. This may mean that we as adults will need to handle some challenging behaviors from time to time.
The best way to handle challenging behaviors is to prepare. Set clear expectations and allow your troop or girls at the event to develop a list of rules to be followed and decide what will happen if rules are not followed. This will ensure that everyone knows what is expected of them. 

Take the time to get to know the girls, talk with parents, and even use the “Meet My Daughter” form to gather important information. 

For some girls, success will not look the same as others. Don’t be afraid to modify or change activities to ensure that everyone can participate in a meaningful way.

Remember that challenging behavior from a girl may be her way of communicating to you that something is not right, she is uncomfortable or she doesn’t know what is expected of her. Some girls truly cannot control certain behaviors. Always be understanding, positive, and willing to give girls a second chance. 




Product Programs 
• Help girls learn 5 key skills: goal setting, 

business ethics, money management, 
people skills and decision making

• 2011 Fall Product Program has many 
activities for leaders and girls to help them 
succeed

• Earn great start-up funds for troop activities 
throughout the year
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This year’s theme for the Fall Product Program is “Investing in Today = Success for Tomorrow.”  At training, troop Fall Product Managers will receive activity sheets and information about the resources available to them to help implement the program with the girls.  The activities focus on financial literacy, business planning and innovation. Utilizing the different program pieces aids in bringing the program full circle for the girls, helping them to learn the 5 skills of goal setting, business ethics, money management, people skills and decision making.  

In addition to leader resources, there are also many interactive activities for girls to do on their own through the Ashdon Farms web site, where they can explore the interactive “GSI future world” and download personal goal posters.  The activities are based on the grade level, so Daisies through Ambassadors can use the activity sheets to help achieve their “Success for Tomorrow” with goal tracking, safety and selling tips and many other fun activities!  

A reminder of important dates - August 31: Fall Product Intent Form due (or as troops are formed); August 29 – September 22: Troop Fall Product Manager training; September 23 – October 20:  Fall Product Program sale dates.

Please take note of the informational flyer inserted into the meeting notes that will tell you all about the 2011 Fall Product Program!  If you have any questions, please contact the product program manager at your nearest service center office.




Get on board! 100-Year Celebration Committees
This is an official invitation to join a Girl Scout 100-year celebration 
committee. Whether you are a current Girl Scout, volunteer or alumnae, 
we need you!  

• 100th Anniversary Committee: Troop Committee

• 100th Anniversary Committee: Community/Service Unit

• 100th Anniversary Committee: Statewide Events

For more information, please contact Tina Norris info@girlscoutsnebraska.org
or 877.447.5558.

100th Anniversary 
Celebrations
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100th Anniversary Committee: Troop Committee
Will generate ideas for and implement Troop activities to help celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Girl Scouts Spirit of Nebraska.  
 
100th Anniversary Committee: Community/Service Unit
Will generate ideas for and implement Community/Service Unit activities to help celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Girl Scouts Spirit of Nebraska. Recruit volunteers/girls to create and implement 100 community service projects in 100 days.  
 
100th Anniversary Committee: Statewide Events
Will generate ideas for and implement statewide activities to help celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Girl Scouts Spirit of Nebraska.  
 
For more information, please contact Tina Norris info@girlscoutsnebraska.org or 877.447.5558.


mailto:info@girlscoutsnebraska.org�


Capture stories from Girl Scout 
Alumnae in creative ways 

Help celebrate the success of the past 100 years.

• Complete the Journey  (Oct  to  Dec 2011)
• Interviewing Workshops (Feb to Mar 2012)
• Project Alum (Mar to  June 2012)
• Celebrate the Success (Summer 2012)

It’s Their Story 
Discover It!

Presenter
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Contact Erin Huerter and Lisa Zysset for more information
In the program book it will explain which journeys are completed on and which will get you started

It’s Their Story, Discover It!
Be a part of the 100th Anniversary celebration and get the “Scoop” on 100 years of Girl Scouting. Jump in and discover the past from Girl Scout Alumnae as you capture their stories in creative ways and help celebrate the success of the past 100 years.
 
It’s a Wrap (October – December, 2011)
Begin It’s Your Story – Tell It! journey by attending the Girl Scout Council programs throughout the state or by completing the journey through troop or self-directed study.  Once you’ve wrapped up the journey program, take the makeover plunge.
 
Interviewing Workshops (February – March, 2012)
Participate in interviewing and archiving workshops to encapsulate Alumna stories.  Learn how to tell the stories in ways to captivate the audience before you capture the story.
 
Project Alum (March – June, 2012)
Project Alum pairs Girl Scouts with alumnae to portray and share these stories through video, audio, live performances, pieces of art, scrapbooks, websites, textiles or any other unique representation.  Here is your time to shine as you help celebrate the success. 
 
Celebrate the Success (Summer 2012)
Celebrate the 100th Anniversary with state-wide events to display the projects and provide a venue for showcasing awesome Girl Scout creations while paying tribute to Girl Scouts of the past.  Bring the past and present together for one celebration you won’t want to miss!




Travel Pathway
Progression Based
– Troop Travel (DBJCSA)
– Council-Sponsored Trips (JCSA)
– GSUSA destinations (CSA)

Annual council trips include:
– Savannah/Juliette Low Birthplace

– One of the WAGGGS World Centers 
• Our Cabana-Mexico
• Our Chalet -Switzerland
• Pax Lodge-England
• Sangam-India

Presenter
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At Spirit of Nebraska, we believe in the importance of travel experiences for our Girl Scouts!  We believe it helps girls gain independence, learn responsibility, expand their awareness and knowledge of other places and cultures, develop new friendships and it’s FUN!

We approach travel as a progression of experiences, each new one building upon previous ones.  Progression occurs in terms of duration of trips, destinations and type of experiences.  

We’ll talk about each of these in a minute as we go through the next few slides but we also want to talk about some trips we will offer on an on-going basis so you and your girls can plan ahead for them.

Savannah, Georgia is the home of Juliette Gordon Low and is considered the birthplace of Girl Scouts!  Starting in 2011 (we have a group of girls who just returned), we will offer a trip to Savannah to visit the birthplace to participate in programming there and also explore the many historical treasures and amazing coastal experiences Savannah has to offer!

WAGGGS-the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts has four World Centers that girls can visit.  They are Pax Lodge in England, Our Chalet in Switzerland, Our Cabana in Mexico and Sangam in India.  Beginning in 2012 with a trip to Our Cabana in Mexico, Spirit of Nebraska will offer a trip each year to one of the World Centers on a rotating basis.  




Troop Travel

• Attendees are familiar friends and leaders
• Shorter durations and distances 
• Progressively become longer over time
• Includes day trips, overnights, troop camping

Troop travel must be council-approved if:
– Overnight 2 or more nights
– Travel more than 100 miles away from meeting place
– Day trip involves outdoor activity
– Trip involves high risk, or not listed in “Activity Checkpoints”

**Always check the online “Safety Activity Checkpoints” and Volunteer Guide**

Presenter
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Back to that progression we spoke of…

Girl Scouts begin the travel pathway through troop travel experiences when they are Daisies and they continue to build upon these as they get older.  

They typically begin with girl going on short day trips and overnights with their troop.  These travel partners are friends and leaders whom they are very comfortable with.  

This progresses, for many, into slightly longer troop camping experiences or other troop trips taken together.





Council Trips
• Led by council volunteers/staff

– Applications available online
• Girls can register individually or with friends

Fall Kickoff Trip!
NYC-Raise the Curtain, It’s Showtime!

Sep. 30-Oct. 2 CSA    $500
Note:  Registration deadline is Sept. 2

Presenter
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The next step in the travel pathway progression is for girls to participate in council-sponsored trips.  They register for these trips with a friend  or even their whole troop or they can sign up individually and meet other Girl Scouts from our council.  

These trips are planned and led by council staff and/or volunteers.  If you are interested in applying to be a trip leader on any of these, we want to hear from you.  Adult volunteer costs, for those selected to be trip leaders, is approximately a third of the girl fee.   

Council-sponsored trips feature a variety of experiences in terms of duration, destination and experience just like the travel pathway itself.  Trips offered include overnights, 2-3 day trips, and week-long or even longer trips.  We offer regional destinations as well as a mix of national and international trips.

You will find most of our council-sponsored trips are for Cadettes, Seniors and Ambassadors but we’ll also include at least one trip specifically for Juniors so they can begin to expand their travel experiences as well.

This year, our kick-off trip is to New York City to see the world premiere of the new Cirque Du Soleil show, Zarkana, at Radio City Music Hall.  It includes a pre-show interactive workshop with creative team and cast members from the show and lots of NYC highlights.  Register soon, the deadline is September 2!




2011-2012 Council Trips

• Wild Denver Adventure
Nov 5 -6
CSA   $175

• Something Fishy in Denver
Mar 31 -Apr 1      
J    $125

• Girl Scouts Rock the Mall! 
100th Anniv. Sing-Along!
June 7 -10
CSA   $800

• Face to Face Tour
June 26 - 29  
CSA $500

• Our Cabana
July 9 - 17
CSA $1500

• Savannah 2012
July 21 - 28
CSA $1,000
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In addition to the NYC trip, we have lots of other adventures planned, something for everyone’s interests!

For more information about any of these council-sponsored trips, you can check out 2011-2012 Program Book, look online at the Travel Pathway page on our website, www.girlscoutsnebraska.org/for-girls/pathways/travel-pathway or you can contact Lori Williamson at lwilliamson@girlscoutsnebraska.org or 1-877-447-5558 ext. 239

Note:  should leaders ask for more details about these trips, please see below.

Wild Denver Adventure-travel by coach bus and see The Lion King at Buell Theater, watch cliff divers at Casa Bonita, visit the Denver Aquarium, shop and more!

Something Fishy in Denver-spend the night at the Denver Zoo, snoozing amongst the sharks and rays, before exploring the Butterfly Pavilion in the morning…for Juniors only!

Girl Scouts Rock the Mall, a 100th Anniversary Sing-Along-museums, history and a sing-along with thousands of Girl Scouts from across the country, all in the nation’s capitol-Washington DC!

Face to Face Tour-visit Mount Rushmore and a mammoth excavation site, play in Evan’s Plunge, explore Wind Cave National Park and Custer State Park

Savannah 2012-visit Juliette Low’s birthplace, explore historic Savannah and enjoy lots of time on the beach

Our Cabana-Cuernavaca, Mexico.  A cross-cultural environment filled with programming with girls from all over the world and a group service project in a local community











destinations
Where do you want to go?

• GSUSA travel program (CSA)
• Applications due Friday, October 28

Want to know more?
Statewide destinations fairs during September*

Contact: Lori Williamson 877-447-5558 ext. 239
www.girlscouts.org/forgirls/travel/destinations

*See coming program book for dates, times and locations

Presenter
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Finally, girls can apply to go on a GSUSA destinations experience.  

Exclusively for Cadettes, Seniors and Ambassadors, these national and international trips are competitive-girls must apply and get accepted.  To help girls learn about destinations-what they are, what trips are offered, the application process, funding options and more, we are offering destination fairs across the state during September.   All Cadettes, Seniors and Ambassadors will receive a postcard inviting them to attend a destination fair in their area.

Applications, with references, must be received by us by 5:00 pm on Friday, October 28 to be eligible to participate in a destination during the coming year.   

Destinations trips are sponsored by various councils and are open to all girls who meet the age requirements.  Girls selected for these trips meet up with Girl Scouts from all across the country (and even the world) for these trips!  Girls who have gone on destinations trips repeatedly tell us that these are life-changing experiences!

http://www.girlscouts.org/forgirls/travel/destinations�


How are we going to celebrate locally?

Juliette Low, Born: October 31, 1860

Juliette Low’s Birthday
October 31, 2011

Presenter
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Event Coordinators and leaders can share what they have in mind




They are COMING!

The Girl’s Guide to Girl Scouting 
(GG2GS) arrives in stores soon. 

Presenter
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Can you believe it is almost here? The much anticipated GG2GS will arrive in stores soon. 

The books are regularly $22.50 but will be on 25% off ($16.88) until March 1, 2012. 

The new Girl’s Guide to Girl Scouting (GG2GS) will be arriving in stores sometime between late September and the first part October. 





Bring your GG2GS to the 
November Leader Meeting 

to review all the new features.

Presenter
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Bring your new Girls Guide to Girl Scouting to the November Leader Meeting for a hands on look through the books

***Bring journey placemats to show volunteers



See you in 
November!
*Please remember your GG2GS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Survey

Doorprize
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